Monday, February 16, 2004
Jeremiah 15:1 - 17:27    

The first verses of chapter 15 finish God’s words begun in chapter 14. Judah had reached the point of no return. Her sin was too great; too persistent; and without repentance. Even when the people voiced words of repentance, the words were only tools used in the hope of avoiding God’s anger. There was no love in Judah except for the love of money, power, and self. 


“You have rejected me,” declares the Lord. “You keep on backsliding. So I….can no longer show compassion….” (verse 6). In verse 10 we read the words of Jeremiah and sense his sadness and frustration.  Many Christians have had similar feelings when witnessing to family members. They share Christ again and again, only to hear laughter or “I’m glad that’s meaningful for you but ….”

What did King Manasseh do that angered God? His father, King Hezekiah, had tried to call the people back to the Lord and attempted to rid the nation of idols. Upon assuming the throne Manasseh immediately restated Judah’s loyalty to the current world power, Assyria. Assyrian records say that Manasseh was one of the kings required to send building materials to Assyria and also aided Assyria against Egypt. He also established Assyrian worship practices in Jerusalem. While establishing the gods of the conqueror in Judah may have been politically unavoidable, historian John Bright says that Manasseh went beyond what was required and reintroduced all of the idols that his father had removed.  He even tried to wipe out any desire for religious reform that might have been left after his father’s death. He even reintroduced human sacrifice in Jerusalem. The people’s guilt lay in their support of Manasseh, whose reign lasted over 40 years, and in their worship of the returning idols. 

In chapter 17 Jeremiah quotes his detractors (verse 15). They taunt him, challenging God to do His worst. In verse 9 Jeremiah voiced the truth that God wanted all of His people to understand—the heart is beyond cure, except by God (verse 14). Chapter 17 ends with a choice for Judah. The point here is not just that they did not honor the Sabbath as commanded by God, but that by dishonoring the Sabbath they demonstrated their total lack of faith in God and their rejection of the covenant.
